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of twenty years Palestine was transformed, and incidentally
the Arab inhabitants had greatly benefited The story Of
those twenty years is a romance, shot unfortunately with
tragedy.
The impatience of the Jewish temperament, contrasted
with the relative lethargy and backwardness of the Arabs,
would doubtless have been reconciled in time, but the
German persecution of the Jews enormously complicated
the problem and increased the pressure of immigration.
This alarmed the Arab population, and added to the jealousies
and intrigues of the Arab effendi, religious and nationalist
fanaticism, actively fomented by foreign propaganda and
funds, flared up eventually into armed insurrection and
civil strife, which had to be put down by military force.
Left to themselves, without the incitements of extremists
on both sides (for the Jews also were divided amongst
themselves) and freed from outside pressure, the bulk of
the people, both Arabs and Jews, would doubtless have
found a workable solution. Even at die height of the troubles,
Jews and Arabs worked amicably together, and the remark-
able Jewish farm colonies at first got on admirably with
their Arab neighbours. But suspicion and distrust did their
fell work, and widespread bloodshed and loss ensued. Even
so, many Arab villagers desired only to be left in peace, but
were terrorized by armed bands across the borders. Though
the back of the revolt had then been broken, it is note-
worthy that, on the outbreak of war, all trouble in Palestine
ceased, and both Arab and Jew rallied to the British cause,
even enlisting together as volunteers. Had subsequent
developments turned out otherwise, the experience of the
war might have proved a happy augury for the future, and
Arab and Jew, united in the face of a common danger, might
eventually have found a successful modus vivendi as citizens
of a common country.